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of whom had a different shade of hair powder, white,
blue, yellow, and pink, to throw on his wig, which, after
these combined operations, exhibited what was con-
sidered to be the perfection of evenness and colour.
With the Spanish costume, Kaunitz wore white (instead
of red) stockings, and made his appearance with a bag
to his wig and with a large muff. Although he had
been told to comply with the existing customs, he would
not always do so. He was everywhere, except at Court,
accompanied by a large bull-dog. He was always dressed
in good taste, and on particular occasions with mag-
nificence, but never gorgeously, nor did he ever wear
embroidery. During the whole of his life he paid
particular attention to his toilet."

Many of Kaunitz's contemporaries were irritated
because he was so " finical about his dress," and he
made many enemies, because he was " coldly and
affectedly polite." At the international conferences
which he attended as Maria Theresa's representative
early in his career, his adversaries were sometimes lulled
into a false sense of security when they met this obviously
vain and self-centred man. When they knew him
better, his opponents felt less confident, for despite his
" inordinate self4ove, his exaggerated consciousness of
his superior abilities and influence," despite the fact
that he was " opinionated, presumptuous, and over-
bearing/' he had, as William Coxe does him justice by
saying, " a perspicuous method of transacting business,
and explaining the most complicated affairs, an accurate
knowledge of the state of Europe, and an indefatigable
zeal for the service of his Imperial mistress. To these
qualities were added incorruptible integrity, skill in
negotiation, impenetrable secrecy, profound dissimula-
tion, which he cauied even to duplicity, and a semblance